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Abstract 

A total of 50,734 turkeys were harvested during the 2024 spring turkey hunt. Spring turkey 
hunting seasons are comprised of 6 hunting periods in 7 Turkey Management Zones as well 
as Fort McCoy. The uncorrected success rate for authorization holders was 22.6%, based on 
a total of 224,649 authorizations issued. Harvest authorizations increased by 0.6% and 
harvest increased by 19% compared to 2023 levels. Hunting success was highest during the 
1st period of the season. The percentage of harvested males that were adults was 86.7%, 
similar to the 85.8% in the 2023 harvest. 

Methods 

Harvest information was obtained through mandatory registration of harvested turkeys. All 
turkey hunters are required to register their bird by 5:00pm the day after recovery through 
an online harvest registration system or, optionally, via an automated phone registration 
system. All registered birds are given a confirmation number upon completion of 
registration. Information collected at the time of registration consists of zone, county, date 
of kill, sex and age of each turkey harvested. 

Results 

Hunting Zones 

Wisconsin is divided into 7 Turkey Management Zones (TMZ) with similar timber, 
agriculture, ownership, and hunter and turkey densities (Figure 1). All State parks in a 
turkey zone were open to all hunters who possessed a valid turkey harvest authorization 
for that zone and time period. Fort McCoy still allowed limited access for turkey hunting on 
the military base, and continued to issue its own access permit, turkey harvest 
authorization, and registration process for the 2024 season. 

Harvest Authorizations 

Authorization levels in each TMZ are recommended by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources Turkey Committee and decided upon by the Wildlife Leadership Team. 
Consideration is given to the following when authorizations levels are set; previous hunter 
success rates, turkey population and distribution within a zone, square miles of turkey 
range (i.e., square miles of timber), recruitment, winter severity, and hunter interference 
rates. 

Authorization Selection 

All applicants were required to pay a $3 spring turkey authorization application fee to 
enter the preference drawing. Preference for authorizations was given first to resident 
landowners (up to 30% of authorizations available per zone/time period combination), 



followed by residents with preference points, other residents, and finally non-residents. 
Applications were randomly selected, but applicants within each preference category were 
issued available authorizations for their first-choice zone and time period before their 
second or, third choices. 

A total of 224,649 authorizations were issued in 2024 compared to 223,338 in 2023 (Table 1). 
A total of 138,163 applications were received for the spring hunt.  

Authorizations that were leftover after the draw were sold ($10 for resident, $15 for non-
residents) over the counter (OTC) at WDNR license sales locations and online on a first-
come, first-served basis at a rate of one authorization per customer per day. This 
continued until all authorizations available for a zone and period were issued or the 
season closed. A total of 84,185 authorizations were issued in this way. 

Harvest and Success Rates 

There were 50,734 turkeys harvested during the 2024 spring turkey hunting season (Figure 1, 
Table 2). This was more than the 42,620 turkeys harvested during the spring of 2023. The 
hunter success rate of 22.6% was greater than last year’s 19.1% and above the five-year 
average harvest success of 18.3%. These success rates are not corrected for non-
participation (i.e. those who drew a license, but did not purchase it). 

Good hunter success rates (defined as above 20%) occurred in 6 of the 7 main turkey zones 
open to spring hunting (Table 3). The highest success rates per period occurred in the 1st 
period of the season at 29.5%. Harvest success is generally highest during the early periods 
and typically goes down for each following period as turkeys experience more hunting 
pressure with each successive period. 

The winter of 2023 - 2024 had above average temperature conditions and below average 
snow depth. Turkeys should have entered the spring in excellent condition. A warmer and 
drier than normal weather pattern occurred for the earlier spring hunting periods with 
continued warm and dry conditions for the second half of the spring turkey hunting 
season. Hunter harvest and success rates should not have been adversely affected by any 
extended weather events during any of the spring periods. 

A statewide youth turkey hunt was held again in the spring of 2024 for those under the age 
of 16. There is no minimum age to hunt in Wisconsin. All youth were required to be 
accompanied by an adult parent or guardian and be within visual and voice contact. Those 
under the age of 12 and those who have not completed a hunter safety course 
are required to be accompanied by a mentor of at least 18 years old within arm’s reach at 
all times while they hunt. All youth required a valid turkey authorization and license to 
hunt and were restricted to the zone of their valid turkey authorization, but the 
authorization could be from any time period to participate in the special youth hunt. The 
dates of this hunt were April 13 - 14, and 3,978 turkeys were harvested during this weekend 
(Table 2). All unfilled authorizations were still valid for the zone and time period of 
issuance so youth could hunt again during the spring if unsuccessful during the youth hunt. 

In addition to the youth hunt, Learn-to-hunt events were held throughout the state. This is 
program that pairs experienced hunters with novices who desire to learn how to hunt 
turkeys. In 2024 there were 297 turkeys harvested during these events. 



Age Ratio 

Adult males comprised 86.7% of the 2024 spring turkey harvest (Table 4). This proportion is 
above the 2023 level of 85.8%. Turkey recruitment and hunter selection are factors that can 
affect this ratio. There were no weather events in the recent brood rearing seasons that 
should have caused significant changes in production. 

Accidents 

There was 1 hunting accident during the 2024 spring turkey hunt. An individual hunting 
turkeys heard several gobbles and crested a hill to get a glimpse of the bird. He saw 
movement and shot, injuring another hunter. This incident reiterates the importance of 
always being sure of your target before taking a shot. 

Despite this incident spring turkey hunting overall is a relatively safe sport with hunting 
incidents decreasing over time. Wisconsin had 0 hunting incidents in 2023, 0 in 2022, 1 in 
2021, 2 in 2020, 1 in 2019, 1 in 2018, 3 in 2017, 2 in 2016, 1 in 2015, 1 in 2014, 2 in 2013 and 3 in 
2012. Having turkey hunting distributed across zones and time periods likely is a 
contributing factor in spreading out turkey hunting across the state and throughout the 
spring thereby reducing the potential for shooting accidents. 

 
Figure 1. The 2024 spring turkey harvest by zone. 

  



Table 1. Total number of spring turkey authorizations issued, 2014-2024. 

Zone 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

1 62,903 61,030 61,960 61,777 59,839 59,735 64,103 61,121 60,523 62,058 62,327 

2 45,000 45,055 47,942 48,059 51,076 51,028 51,036 51,022 51,028 51,030 51,063 

3 51,826 50,063 50,570 49,872 48,854 48,439 53,203 52,304 52,068 52,808 53,440 

4 31,287 31,727 31,860 32,267 32,139 32,289 34,330 34,115 34,373 34,964 34,995 

5 11,132 12,001 12,016 12,011 11,915 11,933 12,001 11,999 12,000 11,998 12,007 

6 4,327 4,501 4,502 4,500 4,975 5,400 5,402 5,390 5,402 6,001 6,004 

7 3,348 3,583 3,602 3,602 3,607 3,900 3,901 4,396 4,400 4,400 4,406 

Fort Mccoy 324 290 320 368 376 354 476 465 232 244 407 

Statewide 210,147 208,250 212,772 212,456 212,781 213,078 224,452 220,812 220,026 223,503 224,649 

 
 

Table 2. The 2024 spring turkey harvest by zone and time period. 

Zone A B C D E F LTH Youth Total 

1  3,511 (28%)  2,495 (20%)  2,426 (19%)  2,049 (16%)  1,290 (14%)    549 (16%)     57    944 13,321 (21%) 

2  2,417 (28%)  1,986 (23%)  1,664 (20%)  1,473 (17%)  1,540 (18%)  1,195 (14%)    109    922 11,306 (22%) 

3  3,166 (30%)  2,353 (22%)  2,157 (21%)  1,895 (18%)  1,200 (15%)    586 (18%)     92    945 12,394 (23%) 

4  1,874 (32%)  1,467 (25%)  1,195 (20%)  1,411 (24%)  1,207 (21%)    795 (14%)     46    832  8,827 (25%) 

5    609 (30%)    468 (23%)    341 (17%)    254 (13%)    345 (17%)    299 (15%)     16    188  2,520 (21%) 

6    342 (34%)    298 (30%)    217 (22%)    227 (23%)    138 (14%)    136 (14%)     11     89  1,458 (24%) 

7    206 (28%)    146 (20%)    109 (15%)    102 (14%)     67 (9%)     94 (13%)      58    782 (18%) 

Fort Mccoy     26 (33%)     31 (36%)     28 (37%)     20 (26%)     12 (27%)      9 (20%)      126 (31%) 

Statewide 12,151 (29.5%)  9,244 (22.5%)  8,137 (19.8%)  7,431 (18.1%)  5,799 (16.3%)  3,663 (14.9%)    331  3,978 50,734 (22.6%) 

 
 

  



Table 3. Hunter success rates (percent successful) for 2014-2024. 

Zone 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

1 19% 19% 22% 20% 19% 17% 18% 15% 17% 19% 21% 

2 23% 23% 23% 22% 19% 18% 21% 18% 18% 20% 22% 

3 20% 20% 20% 20% 18% 20% 21% 19% 19% 20% 23% 

4 18% 18% 21% 21% 19% 19% 20% 17% 18% 19% 25% 

5 18% 17% 17% 16% 16% 16% 18% 15% 14% 16% 21% 

6 13% 16% 18% 18% 18% 18% 21% 17% 18% 18% 24% 

7 11% 14% 14% 14% 14% 12% 16% 12% 12% 12% 18% 

Fort Mccoy 22% 24% 35% 24% 20% 27% 30% 19% 35% 37% 31% 

Statewide 20% 20% 21% 20% 18% 18% 20% 17% 18% 19% 23% 

 

Table 4. Percentage of harvest composed of adult male turkeys (Toms), 2014-2024. 

Zone 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

1 90% 76% 84% 83% 89% 83% 90% 80% 82% 86% 86% 

2 89% 80% 84% 83% 88% 83% 87% 86% 80% 85% 87% 

3 91% 80% 83% 80% 86% 84% 88% 85% 85% 85% 87% 

4 93% 80% 79% 81% 88% 86% 89% 84% 82% 84% 86% 

5 91% 86% 83% 80% 90% 85% 92% 88% 87% 85% 88% 

6 90% 82% 82% 82% 91% 88% 91% 88% 88% 87% 89% 

7 86% 83% 79% 79% 89% 85% 90% 87% 89% 86% 87% 

Fort Mccoy 90% 90% 79% 90% 89% 83% 90% 86% 90% 86% 93% 

Statewide 91% 80% 83% 82% 88% 84% 89% 84% 83% 85% 87% 



 
Figure 2. Spring turkey authorizations and harvest, 1983-2024 

  



Table 5. Number of authorizations issued, harvest, and success for spring turkey hunting, 
1983- 2024 

Year Authorizations Harvest Success 

1983 1,200 182 15.2% 

1984 1,950 303 15.5% 

1985 2,025 496 24.5% 

1986 3,675 793 21.6% 

1987 6,040 1,478 24.5% 

1988 11,070 2,486 22.5% 

1989 21,280 4,400 20.7% 

1990 29,877 6,465 21.6% 

1991 37,414 6,846 18.3% 

1992 43,925 8,798 20% 

1993 61,767 12,316 19.9% 

1994 71,420 12,637 17.7% 

1995 68,588 15,323 22.3% 

1996 75,812 18,000 23.7% 

1997 92,734 20,992 22.6% 

1998 101,141 28,338 28% 

1999 112,256 33,168 29.5% 

2000 132,318 38,686 29.2% 

2001 151,522 39,211 25.9% 

2002 160,101 39,336 24.6% 

2003 169,277 42,970 25.4% 

Year Authorizations Harvest Success 

2004 186,608 47,477 25.4% 

2005 193,826 46,183 23.8% 

2006 200,869 46,662 23.2% 

2007 205,306 52,428 25.5% 

2008 208,972 52,880 25.3% 

2009 218,133 52,581 24.1% 

2010 214,356 47,722 22.3% 

2011 210,384 40,133 19.1% 

2012 201,984 42,612 21.1% 

2013 217,798 37,804 17.4% 

2014 210,496 41,815 19.9% 

2015 208,250 40,975 19.7% 

2016 212,772 45,501 21.4% 

2017 212,456 43,305 20.4% 

2018 212,781 38,885 18.3% 

2019 213,078 38,576 18.1% 

2020 224,452 44,982 20% 

2021 220,812 37,266 16.9% 

2022 220,026 39,035 17.73% 

2023 223,503 42,439 18.99% 

2024 224,694 50,734 22.6% 
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