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1986

“In the end, we will

conserve only what we

love…we will love only

what we understand, 

we will understand 

only what we are

taught.” 

— BABA DIOUM, ECOLOGIST

WHEN THE NATURAL RESOURCES FOUNDATION WAS FORMED,
OUR PRIMARY MISSION WAS TO “RAISE FUNDS AND PROVIDE

GRANTS TO THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL

RESOURCES AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES SUPPORT ENTITIES

AND TO PRESERVE, PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE NATURAL

RESOURCES OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN.”

For twenty years, the Natural Resources

Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF)

catalyzed private support for public

resources and secured funding to support

important conservation initiatives involving

Endangered Species Protection, Habitat

Protection & Restoration, Community-

Based Conservation, Environmental

Education & Outreach and general support

for priority conservation needs of the

Wisconsin Department of Natural

Resources (DNR). NRF is an organization

that has grown in capacity and stature over

the last twenty years, thanks to the many

citizens like you who helped lead and 

direct us, and to those who supported the

Foundation with their financial contributions.

We dedicate this publication to you, our

members, for contributing your time and

dollars to the Natural Resources Foundation

in support of the conservation of Wisconsin’s

natural resources.

Thank you for caring for our corner of the Earth. 

“Protection of the environment requires the best efforts of
citizens, organizations and the government. No one of
them can do the job alone. Government, for example, has
the power to regulate; corporations have the ability to
contribute significant sums of money; individual citizens
and how they conduct their lives can do a great deal to
protect and enhance the environment. Over the last twenty
years, one organization has bridged all three groups. That
organization is the Natural Resources Foundation.” 

— TONY EARL, FORMER GOVERNOR OF WISCONSIN
AND CURRENT NRF EMERITUS DIRECTOR

1986
Natural Resources Board
authorizes formation of the
Natural Resources Foundation
of Wisconsin. First board
meeting takes place on
September 19, 1986 in
Madison.

1987
NRF becomes a partner 
in the Trumpeter Swan
Recovery Program with 
the goal of establishing a
breeding migratory flock 
of at least 20 nesting pairs
of trumpeter swans in
Wisconsin by the year 2000.

1988
NRF supports the
Timber Wolf Recovery
Project to establish a
self-sustaining wolf
population in northern
Wisconsin.
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Anticipating budget cuts in the mid 1980s,
the Natural Resources Board (NRB) of the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
investigated private donations as a supple-
mental source of funding for public natural
resource protection. They determined that an
independent entity was needed to serve as a
conduit for private contributions to the DNR,
and authorized departmental support for the
creation of a new non-profit organization to
support the conservation goals and needs of
the agency.

In 1986, the Natural Resources Foundation 
of Wisconsin was established and formally
incorporated. NRF was founded to develop
alliances between public and private conser-
vation entities and to expand the private
funding available for protection of Wisconsin’s
natural resources. NRF began a “friends”
group relationship with the DNR and
catalyzed innovative ways in which the public
could support the DNR’s priority conservation
programs.

NRF's first board of directors meeting took
place on September 19, 1986 in Madison. In
attendance were the six initial directors:
Chairman Paul Hassett, Don Anderson,
Collins Ferris, Dan Flaherty, Bob Pohl and
Nash Williams; two ex-officio directors: John
Lawton and C.D. Besadny; and NRF staff:
David Hanson, Martin Henert, Holly
Kuusinen, Craig Karr, Ron Semmann, Dan

Weizenicker and Jerilyn Dahmen. In just a few
months time, the board of directors increased
to twelve members with the additions of John
Brasch, Dave Ladd, Cliff Messinger, Sally
Whiffen, D. James Stewart and Quenton
Williams.

Over our 20-year history, NRF contributed
over $1.4 million to important public 
conservation needs statewide. Today, NRF 
has evolved into an organization with nearly
2,000 members and we proudly continue 
our mission to promote the knowledge,
enjoyment and stewardship of Wisconsin’s
natural resources.

The Inception

1980s
late

1989
NRF creates the Small
Matching Grants Fund to
support community-based
conservation projects. 

1989
NRF helps 
fund the DNR’s
Milwaukee
Minority
Internship
Program.

IN THE LATE ‘80S, NRF BEGAN ADDING VARIETY AND DEPTH TO OUR

PROGRAM AREAS. THE SMALL MATCHING GRANTS FUND WAS CREATED TO

PROVIDE SMALL GRANTS TO LOCAL CONSERVATION GROUPS, AND NRF
BEGAN SUPPORTING EDUCATION INITIATIVES SUCH AS DNR’S MINORITY

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM IN MILWAUKEE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES PROTEC-
TION EFFORTS INCLUDING THE TIMBER WOLF RECOVERY PROJECT. 

“Without the Natural Resources
Foundation, some of Wisconsin's most
precious natural features would never
have been protected. When state
finances could not meet the needs, the
Foundation has met the challenge to
save these resources for our
grandchildren.”

— GEORGE MEYER, FORMER DNR
SECRETARY AND CURRENT NRF
BOARD MEMBER

“When I was chief financial officer for
DNR Planning and Analysis, we were
forecasting that some programs would
never get the funding they needed and
saw a need to develop an outside
source for funding. Now, 20 years
later, it is obvious that some of the
programs—for example, whooping
cranes and State Natural Areas—
could have never realized the high level
of support we’re providing through
NRF, and I think it’s important to
continue this support.”

— BRUCE BRAUN, FORMER DNR
DEPUTY SECRETARY AND CURRENT
NRF VICE-CHAIR

1989
NRF launches
our first
newsletter,
Prospective.
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RON SEMMANN
1986–1988 (president)
and 1988–1992

MARTY HENERT
1993–1998

LAURIE OSTERNDORF
1998–2003 

CHARLIE LUTHIN
2003–PRESENT

The Natural Resources Foundation Board
The Natural Resources Foundation board of
directors is directly responsible for governing
the Foundation and overseeing its conserva-
tion and fundraising activities. Throughout its
20-year history, the board has been repre-
sented by some of Wisconsin’s finest
conservation leaders from the private and
public sector. Their leadership and dedication
to NRF’s mission has helped grow the
Foundation and forge our conservation legacy
for the State of Wisconsin.

1990s
early

1991
NRF starts Tomorrow’s
Gifts Program to catalyze
the construction and
improvement of public
environmental education
centers like the Sandhill
Outdoor Skills Center.

1990
NRF helps fund DNR’s
Bureau of Wildlife
Management’s Four
Mile Island Rookery
Research Program.

“In the late ‘80s, federal and state
funding for endangered species, many
game species and other management
activities was being cut back. The
successful creation of the Natural
Resources Foundation was evidence that
the public was ready to take on greater
ownership of their natural resources at
home and support specific projects
financially.”

— HOLLY KUUSINEN, FORMER DNR
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER AND
CURRENT NRF BOARD MEMBER

The Natural Resources Foundation board of directors at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge (2000).

NRF Board Directors Past & Present
Executive Directors DON ANDERSON

DARRELL BAZZELL*
C.D. BUZZ BESADNY

LINDA BOCHERT*
JOHN BRASCH

BRUCE BRAUN*
ANTHONY EARL

COLLINS FERRIS

DANIEL FLAHERTY*
ROBERT FROEHLKE

GUY GOTTSCHALK*
DON HALDEMAN

MARTIN HANSON

SCOTT HASSETT

PAUL HASSETT

RITA HAYEN*
MARTY HENERT

WARREN KNOWLES

PAUL KRAMER

KRISTINE KRAUSE*
HOLLY KUUSINEN*
DAVID LADD

THOMAS LOCHNER

RICHARD LORANG*
DIANE LUECK*
WILLIAM LUNNEY*
THOMAS LYON

PEG MALLERY*
BARBARA MANGER*
JAMES MATRAS*

TOM MAULSON

HOWARD MEAD

CLIFF MESSINGER

GEORGE MEYER*
GAYLORD NELSON

THOMAS OLSON*
AUGIE PABST

BOB POHL

JACK POTTER

M.  RIEHL

THOMAS SCHMIDT

RON SEMMANN*
TOBY SHERRY

MOWRY SMITH

DAIR J STEWART

CHRISTINE THOMAS

TODD TIEFENTHALER*
ALBERT TOMA*
DANIEL TRAINER

MARGARET VAN
ALSTYNE

SHEILA WALKER

STEVE WELD

SALLY WHIFFEN

NASH WILLIAMS

ROBERT WILLIAMS

QUENTIN WILLIAMS

ROBERT WORTH

* Current Board members, 2006

THIS DECADE BEGAN WITH DOWNWARD TRENDS IN OUTDOOR RECREATION

AND PARTICIPATION IN HUNTING AND FISHING. THESE TRENDS ENCOURAGED

NRF TO PROMOTE A STRONGER COMMITMENT TO ENJOYABLE AND EDUCA-
TIONAL OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES FOR THE PUBLIC. IN RESPONSE, NRF MOST

NOTABLY RAISED FUNDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SANDHILL OUTDOOR

SKILLS CENTER AND BEGAN OUR POPULAR FIELD TRIP PROGRAM. 

1990
NRF provides start-up
funds to the Wisconsin
Native Plant Farm
Program to provide a
seed bank for restoration
projects in roadsides,
waysides and parks. 
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The Foundation has been served by many dedicated staff who
worked through the years to develop and implement our various
conservation initiatives. Their contributions are invaluable for
the growth and operations of NRF, and we thank them all for
their service.

NRF Staff
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Conservation Priorities
NRF has supported hundreds of programs
and projects throughout our 20-year history,
encompassing four primary conservation
“themes” as described below.

Environmental Education
NRF, a strong supporter of environmental
education, followed the stewardship ethic
forged by notable Wisconsin residents Aldo
Leopold, Gaylord Nelson, John Curtis and
countless others. By providing conservation
education to adults and children through
programs at schools, state parks and nature
centers, and through our Field Trip Program,
NRF encouraged a cadre of informed citizens
to protect our state’s natural resources. We
continually need active citizens in our
communities who are equipped with the
knowledge necessary to steward and manage
our natural landscapes.

Habitat Protection and Restoration
Wisconsin’s landscape changed dramatically
over the last 150 years, and more so in recent
decades. Continual habitat destruction
through unplanned development and other
land uses threatens the integrity of natural
landscapes and endangers plant and animal
species in Wisconsin. As private lands are
consumed for housing, roads and other
needs, we will depend more and more on

1992
Ground is
broken at the
Sandhill
Outdoor Skills
Center.

1993
Donald and Margaret
Anderson Activity
Classroom opens at
the Sandhill Outdoor
Skills Center.

1994
NRF starts our Field Trip
Program and begins
offering DNR-led field
trips throughout
Wisconsin.

healthy public lands for recreation and the
protection of our state’s biodiversity. The
Foundation is committed to protecting the
integrity of our public lands. Through, for
example, the State Natural Areas Campaign,
NRF is helping to protect some of Wisconsin’s
most vulnerable and highest quality land-
scapes that serve as habitat for much of our
state’s endangered and threatened flora and
fauna.

Endangered Species 
Habitat destruction and the expansion of
invasive species into our native natural
communities contributed to the vulnerability
of many plant and animal species in
Wisconsin. Maintaining the health of our
ecological world and preserving biodiversity
are extremely important for human and non-
human inhabitants alike, and essential for the
socio-economic stability of Wisconsin. NRF
stewarded some of Wisconsin’s most endan-
gered species including bald eagles, timber
wolves, rare amphibians, trumpeter swans
and whooping cranes. Protecting these
species is not only a duty of conservationists,
but also a responsibility of all citizens of
Wisconsin if we are to preserve the diversity
and integrity of our natural heritage.

Community-Based Conservation
NRF recognizes that conservation not only
entails protecting natural resources, but also
engaging citizens who enjoy and utilize those
resources. Involving local people in commu-
nity conservation activities ensures
continuous community support and leads to
the collective management of natural
resources. By supporting local conservation
groups and initiatives, NRF contributes to the
long-term stewardship of a community’s
natural resources. Since 1989, NRF’s Besadny
Conservation Grant Program embraced a
community-level conservation model by
providing support in the form of small match
grants to organizations around the state that
carryout local conservation projects.

1994
NRF launches our
Adopt-a-Swan Program
at the Milwaukee
Ballet’s performance of
Swan Lake to provide
funding for the
Trumpeter Swan
Recovery Project.

1994
NRF secures a $50,000
grant for construction
of an accessible cabin
at Potawatomi State
Park.

NRF Membership History
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NRF Project Highlights

1990s
late

1995
First successful
nesting and
successful rearing
of wild-produced
trumpeter swans 
in Wisconsin.

IN 1999, NRF’S MISSION STATEMENT WAS REVISED TO MORE CLOSELY DEFINE OUR UNIQUE NICHE IN THE

ENVIRONMENTAL NON-PROFIT WORLD, STATING THAT “THE NATURAL RESOURCES FOUNDATION OF

WISCONSIN IS AN INDEPENDENT, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT WORKS WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

PARTNERS TO PROMOTE THE KNOWLEDGE, ENJOYMENT AND STEWARDSHIP OF WISCONSIN’S NATURAL

RESOURCES.” NRF BEGAN FUNDING PROJECTS INCLUDING ACCESSIBLE CABINS IN STATE PARKS, THE

ORNATE BOX TURTLE REINTRODUCTION PROGRAM AND STATE NATURAL AREA PROTECTION.

Timber Wolf Project
In 1989, NRF helped support a timber wolf
monitoring program in northern Wisconsin
after timber wolves began entering the state
from Minnesota and setting up territories.
The monitoring program’s goal was to assess
the feasibility of a wolf population in
northern Wisconsin and create an action plan.
The recovery team tracked timber wolf move-
ments and habits and also held public
hearings for people to express their thoughts
about having a viable Wisconsin wolf popula-
tion. In summer 2004, the wolves were
removed from the state list of endangered
and threatened species, and as of 2005, there
were approximately 425-455 timber wolves
living in Wisconsin.

Trumpeter Swan Recovery 
Trumpeter swans were once a prominent 
resident of Wisconsin lakes and marshes, but
market hunting in the 1800s brought the
swans to near extinction. By the mid-1930s,
only 66 birds remained in the continental
U.S., none in Wisconsin. A growing interest in
restoring the trumpeter swan to its former
range in the Midwest led the Wisconsin DNR
to establish the Trumpeter Swan Recovery
Program in 1987. The goal was to establish a
population of at least 20 breeding pairs of
swans in Wisconsin by the year 2000. NRF
became a partner in the Trumpeter Swan
Recovery Program at its inception, and over
the years organized initiatives such as the
Adopt-a-Swan Program to secure over

$140,000 for the program. By 2005, there 
were 92 breeding pairs of trumpeter swans 
in Wisconsin.

Besadny Conservation Grant Program
In 1989, NRF started the Small Matching
Grants Fund, later named the C.D. Besadny
Conservation Grant Program, in honor of
NRF co-founder and former DNR Secretary,
“Buzz”Besadny. The program awards public
or private organizations up to $1000 in match
grants for projects which promote the
responsible stewardship of Wisconsin’s
natural resources at the local level. By 2005,
NRF had awarded 300 grants totaling over
$200,000 and will continue to fund this
program in perpetuity through the Besadny
Conservation Fund, an endowed fund
managed within the Wisconsin Conservation
Endowment.

Minority Internship Program
In 1986, ten minority students from
Milwaukee entered a six-year Minority
Internship Program, coordinated by
Milwaukee Public Schools and the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources-Southeast
Region, and funded in part through a grant
secured by NRF. The Minority Internship
Program provided minority students with the
education and training necessary to pursue
career opportunities in environment-related
professions. The program furnished expo-
sure, awareness, career guidance and training
to students who demonstrated an interest in
resource management and environmental
studies. For seventeen years, the program
mentored and groomed over 150 students for
environmental professions.

“I received this position because of the job
experience I had on the Glacial Drumlin
Trail and at Lapham Peak. This is definite
proof that the internship program is a
success.” 

— LOIS ISAACSON, DNR RANGER,
MINORITY INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
PARTICIPANT

1995
NRF secures
funding for the
implementation of
the Junior Ranger
and Wisconsin
Explorer Programs
in state parks.

1996
NRF becomes a fund
depository for the 
Fox River Coalition to
remove contaminated
sediment in the
Lower Fox River.
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1996
NRF re-names its Small Matching
Grants Fund to the C.D. Besadny
Conservation Grant Program in
honor of NRF co-founder and
board member, Buzz Besadny.
NRF kicks off a campaign to
create a $250,000 Besadny
Conservation Endowment Fund.

1999
NRF membership
surpasses 1,000
for the first time.

Sandhill Outdoor Skills Education Center 
One of the Foundation’s earliest ventures in
education was the construction of the
Anderson Activity Classroom, which opened
September 25, 1993 at the Sandhill Outdoor
Skills Center. Located in southwestern Wood
County, the Skills Center’s mission is to
promote responsible wildlife recreation and
teach youth and adults about outdoor silent
sports. Education programs include cross-
country skiing, archery, orienteering, wildlife
and plant ecology and hunter safety. Funded
largely by Don and Margaret Anderson, the
Activity Building is a log structure constructed
from trees on the original site, and is utilized
by hundreds of citizens each year.

Accessible Cabins in State Parks and Forests   
NRF maintains the belief that everyone
should experience the natural beauty

Wisconsin offers, especially at our numerous
state parks and forests. With the help of NRF
funding, and numerous volunteers who
donated their time and labor, accessible
cabins were built in Mirror Lake State Park
(1991), Kettle Moraine State Forest –
Southern Unit (1993), and Potawatomi State
Park (1995) and are used by approximately
1,500 people annually.

“Words cannot express the joy a short visit 
to the ‘Cabin in the Woods’ has given to
those that have stayed there over the last 
15 years. It has offered an unforgettable
outdoor experience to those that thought
camping was never possible.”

— PAUL ZAJACKOWSKI, DNR PARK
MANAGER, MIRROR LAKE STATE PARK

Field Trip Program  
Recognizing the knowledge and expertise of
DNR employees as an important resource,
NRF began the Field Trip Program in 1994 to
bring citizens into Wisconsin’s special places
and provide DNR employees the opportunity
to educate participants about the state’s
natural resources and public lands. Led by
passionate DNR experts, the Field Trip
Program is one of NRF’s most successful and
popular programs, attracting over 1,400
participants on more than 70 trips across the
state annually. NRF will continue to offer
these trips and encourage a stewardship ethic
through outdoor exploration.

“The Field Trip Program is a wonderful
method of showing people the beauty of
Wisconsin that requires our help in
protecting and preserving. Partnering with
the DNR, particularly in field trips, allows
the public to see the passion many DNR
employees have in their jobs for preserving
Wisconsin’s Natural Resources.” 

— NRF FIELD TRIP PARTICIPANT

Junior Ranger and Wisconsin Explorer
Programs 
NRF recognizes the vital importance of envi-
ronmental education, and has worked with
the Wisconsin Environmental Education
Board (WEEB) on initiatives that inform the
public, and especially children, about their
natural surroundings. NRF catalyzed WEEB
funding for the Junior Ranger and Wisconsin
Explorer Programs, which provide families
with self-guided learning activities for day
trips to state parks and forests, building on
the premise that children are more likely to
develop respect for conservation if they have
a rewarding outdoor experience with an adult
they admire.

1998
NRF changes our newsletter
to Bridges, conveying the
Foundation’s metaphoric
role of connecting people
and natural resources
through conservation
projects.

1999
Trumpeter Swan
Recovery Program
surpasses its goal
with 30 active nests
reported.

Major Supporters
ANONYMOUS (2)
ALLIANT ENERGY

FOUNDATION

AMERICAN TRANSMISSION
COMPANY

DON & MARILYN
ANDERSON

BANK OF KAUKAUNA

BARBARA BESADNY

BRICO FUND, LLC
BRIGGS & STRATTON

CORPORATION

JOHN & GISELA BROGAN

MARGERY BUCKERIDGE

NEAL & CARLA
BUTENHOFF

BUTLER RIDGE, LLC
CYRUS & JOANNE

SPURLINO FOUNDATION

DARDEN RESTAURANTS
FOUNDATION

DULUTH-SUPERIOR AREA
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

COLLINS FERRIS

DANIEL FLAHERTY

FORT JAMES FOUNDATION

FOUNDATION OF FAITH

GAYLORD & DOROTHY
DONNELLEY
FOUNDATION

GENERAL MOTORS
FOUNDATION

GOTTSCHALK CRANBERRY
CO., INC.

HUGH & HELENA BROGAN
FOUNDATION

JOHN A. JOHNSON
FOUNDATION

JOHN J. FRAUTSCHI FAMILY
FOUNDATION

ROBERT JOSTES

HOLLY KUUSINEN

DAVID LADD

LUX FOUNDATION, INC.
MADISON GAS & ELECTRIC

FOUNDATION

NATIONAL FISH &
WILDLIFE FOUNDATION

PATRICK & ANNA CUDAHY
FUND

R.D. & LINDA PETERS
FOUNDATION

ROBERT T. ROLFS
FOUNDATION

JACK SCHOLZ

BEVERLY SCHWABE

PAUL E. STRY FOUNDATION

US FISH AND WILDLIFE
SERVICE

MARGARET VAN ALSTYNE

WALTER ALEXANDER
FOUNDATION, INC.

WAUPACA FOUNDRY, INC.
WILDLIFE FOREVER

NASH WILLIAMS

WINDWAY CAPITAL
CORPORATION

WISCONSIN COASTAL
MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT
OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WISCONSIN ENERGY
CORPORATION
FOUNDATION

WISCONSIN
ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION BOARD

REYNOLD ZELLER ESTATE

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF
MILWAUKEE COUNTY

($10,000 or higher)

1997
Trumpeter
swans fledge
record number
of cygnets—63.

1998
NRF provides funding
in support of the DNR’s
Bureau of Endangered
Resources’ Rare Snake
Conservation &
Education Program.
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2000s
early

2000
NRF funds Park Packs,
an environmental
education tool for
children visiting state
parks and forests; 
30 locations funded
throughout the state.

NRF REALIZED OUR POTENTIAL TO BECOME A COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR

CONSERVATION FOR THE STATE OF WISCONSIN AND ESTABLISHED THE WISCONSIN

CONSERVATION ENDOWMENT THROUGH WHICH INDIVIDUAL DONORS CREATE

NAMED, ENDOWED FUNDS FOR THE CONSERVATION ISSUES THEY CARE MOST

ABOUT. THROUGH THIS ENDEAVOR, NRF HOPES TO ADDRESS WISCONSIN’S MOST

IMPORTANT CONSERVATION NEEDS LONG INTO THE FUTURE.  

Fund Depository 
The Foundation serves as a fiscal custodian
for various organizations that lack capacity
but whose programs meet NRF’s mission.
NRF is a party with the DNR to agreements
with the Fox River and Lower Chippewa River
coalitions for the distribution of funds to
clean-up both waterways. NRF also is negoti-
ating with the DNR on an agreement to
provide escrow funds for the conservation of
the Karner blue butterfly. Looking forward,
NRF will continue to provide escrow services
to effectively allocate conservation dollars to
worthy endeavors.

DNR Publications 
In 1996, NRF compiled a DNR staff contact
list called the DNR Yellow Pages which
provided citizens quick access to knowledge-
able personnel. NRF also helped fund
numerous other DNR publications including,
Amphibians, Snakes, Lizards and Turtles of
Wisconsin, Wisconsin Naturally—A Guide to
150 State Natural Areas, Understanding Chronic
Wasting Disease, Land Legacy Report, Checklist
of Wisconsin Birds and several guidebooks 
in a 5-part series of the Great Wisconsin
Birding & Nature Trail.

Whooping Cranes 
The whooping crane—one of North America’s
rarest birds—was once nearly lost when its
population reached an astonishing low of just
15 birds in 1941. NRF joined the Whooping

Crane Eastern Partnership in 2000 to help
reintroduce the endangered whooping crane
into Wisconsin with a goal of establishing at
least 125 cranes, including 25 breeding pairs,
by the year 2020. By 2005, the Foundation
contributed over $300,000 for vital project
equipment and vehicles, key staff and crane
monitoring activities, veterinary support, the
Direct Autumn Release Program, outreach
coordinators at the Necedah National Wildlife
Refuge and research on habitat use by the
whooping cranes in both their wintering
grounds in Florida and summer home in
Wisconsin. The eastern migratory whooping
crane population had reached 45 adult cranes
and 19 juveniles by the end of 2005, and the
majestic cranes are well on their road to
recovery.

State Natural Area Campaign
Wisconsin's State Natural Areas (SNAs)
Program was established in 1952 to protect
the best of the last remaining vestiges of

native plant and animal communities,
including old-growth forests, bogs and bluffs,
prairies and savannas. SNAs protect over 60
percent of the state's endangered, threatened
or species of special concern, 91 percent of the
state's endangered and threatened plant
species, and 81 percent of endangered and
threatened bird species.

NRF began our SNA campaign in 2004 to
raise substantial private funds for immediate
management needs of select properties and
for long-term care of our publicly-owned
State Natural Areas. These funds support
stewardship activities in priority natural areas,
education about the SNA Program, and
research and monitoring of rare species and
natural communities. NRF is also working to
build “friends”groups throughout the state to
steward local natural areas. In 2005, NRF
launched the Adopt-a-Natural Area Program
to secure and promote funding for some of
the state’s most vulnerable sites and secured
the first adoption of a Kurtz Woods State
Natural Area in Ozaukee County.

Green Tier Partnerships
In 2004, Wisconsin legislators signed into law
a program that fosters innovation by helping
regulated companies achieve superior envi-
ronmental performance through incentives
and rewards. “Green Tier,”modeled after
similar programs in Europe, includes natural
resources protection and restoration as one of

2000
NRF joins the Whooping Crane
Eastern Partnership to help
reintroduce the endangered
whooping crane to Wisconsin by
establishing a population of at
least 125 cranes, including 25
breeding pairs, by the year 2020.

2001
First flock of
whooping cranes
successfully
completes an
ultralight-led
migration to
Florida.
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2001
NRF funds
publication of
DNR field guide,
Amphibians of
Wisconsin.

2002
Over 1,400
members
participate in 
the Field Trip
Program, NRF’s
most successful
season to date.

2003
The whooping crane
eastern population climbs
to over 30 cranes after a
third year of successful
ultra light-led migrations.
NRF’s total contributions 
to the project surpass
$150,000.

its objectives. In 2005, NRF partnered with
American Transmission Company, LLC, one
of the first companies accepted into the Green
Tier program, to create the “ATC
Environmental Stewardship Fund.”Financial
support from the company will support
diverse conservation programs throughout the
state. NRF welcomes this corporate collabo-
ration and will seek other partnerships under
Green Tier in the future.

Wisconsin Conservation Endowment
Through the Wisconsin Conservation
Endowment, donors may create a named,
endowed fund to provide perpetual support
for a specific conservation need of their
choosing, or to NRF’s Natural Resources Fund
to support a variety of priority conservation
needs throughout the state. Donors may
create a fund for a specific location or region,
a particular habitat or landscape or a specific
or endangered species. A donor may also
choose to create a fund to support a favorite
conservation organization that does not have
the capacity to manage its own endowment.
The Wisconsin Conservation Endowment
represents the most ambitious, comprehen-
sive and enduring contribution individuals
can make to conservation. By providing
conservation-minded citizens the opportunity
to establish named, endowed funds for the
conservation activities they care most about,
NRF is building a permanent source of
support for our state’s natural resources.

By the end of 2005, several endowed funds
were established including the Lower
Wisconsin State Riverway Fund, the Dorathea
Buckeridge Drotning Fund (in support of
whooping cranes), the Stanley & Norma
DeBoer Quiet Trails Fund, the Robert M.
Jostes Fund for Wisconsin State Natural 
Areas and the James J. Schwabe State 
Natural Areas Fund.

“Having been a member of the Natural
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin for ten
years, I have been fortunate to experience
many wonderful natural areas through the
Field Trip Program; hence, I have chosen 
NRF to serve as my conduit to help acquire,
preserve and maintain Wisconsin’s State
Natural Areas. I hope others are as inspired
as I am by the many gorgeous natural areas
Wisconsin is blessed with, and will join me
in helping to save and preserve these areas.” 

— ROBERT JOSTES, CREATOR OF THE ROBERT
M. JOSTES FUND FOR STATE NATURAL
AREAS

“I was very pleased to have NRF facilitate an
endowment. It met my personal desire to
leave a legacy gift to our state’s resources,
and I hope others will follow this example.”

— ANONYMOUS CREATOR OF THE LOWER
WISCONSIN STATE RIVERWAY FUND

2003
NRF catalyzes
thousands of dollars
in funding to support
the DNR’s Bureau of
Forestry’s Project
Learning Tree.

2004
NRF kicks off our State Natural
Areas Campaign with a goal of
raising $100,000 each year for
10 years for SNA protection
and management. NRF raises
$129,000 in the first year of
the campaign.

2004
NRF secures grant to complete
DNR’s Natural Heritage
Inventory Portal making the
Inventory accessible on-line 
to select entities.

NRF Fundraising History
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Our Vision for the Future

2005
The Wisconsin
Conservation
Endowment is created
and the first individual
endowed conservation
funds are established.

2006
NRF celebrates
20 years of
conservation!

2004
NRF begins offering
international field trips with
an inaugural expedition to
Costa Rica and marks the
10-year anniversary of our
Wisconsin Field Trip
Program.

2005
Annual revenues
raised by NRF
surpass $1 million
for the first time.

The Natural Resources Foundation will
continue to catalyze private stewardship of
public natural resources, and will strive to
serve priority conservation needs throughout
Wisconsin, as we have done for the past 20
years. The Foundation will respond to the
state’s highest conservation needs as we work
to promote the knowledge, enjoyment and
stewardship of Wisconsin’s natural resources.

The Foundation will expand its successful
campaigns for public natural resource conser-
vation and will continue to build the capacity
of citizens to protect our natural resources
using innovative mechanisms such as the
Wisconsin Conservation Endowment, Green
Tier and the Adopt-a-Natural Area Program.

Natural resource conservation opportunities
are unlimited in our beautiful state.
Together with individuals, corporations,
private foundations and government entities,
we can ensure enduring support for our
unique Wisconsin home.

“For twenty years, the Foundation has
raised money to assist local community
conservation groups; to support the
restoration of the whooping crane; to
organize and lead field trips; and most
recently, to help protect Wisconsin’s State
Natural Areas. This is an organization
that has grown in capacity and stature
over the last twenty years thanks to the
many who have helped lead and direct it
and those who have supported it with
their financial contributions and good
works. May it grow and prosper in the
next twenty years as much as it has in
the first twenty.”

— TONY EARL, FORMER GOVERNOR OF
WISCONSIN AND CURRENT NRF
EMERITUS DIRECTOR
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2005
NRF kicks off campaign
to raise the Besadny
Conservation Endowment
to $500,000.
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Be a part of Wisconsin’s natural legacy. Visit www.wisconservation.org
to make a contribution to the conservation of our natural resources.
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Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS 2005 2004  
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $105,134 $157,551
Investments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 803,013 513,245
Cash and investments held for others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,711,439 11,504,652
Interest receivable and Prepaids  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,467 22,108
Pledges receivable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333,275 43,100

Total Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,956,328 $12,240,656

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Custodial Accounts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,711,439 $11,504,652
Deferred revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 22,065
Accounts payable and accruals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,312 3,049

Total liabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,717,751 $11,529,766
NET ASSETS

Undesignated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99,120 $176,082
Board designated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220,500 5,000

Total unrestricted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $319,620 $181,082
Temporarily restricted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 918,957 529,808

Total net assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,238,577 $710,890

Total liabilities and net assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,956,328 $12,240,656

December 31, 2005 and 2004

2005 (unaudited) 2004 (audited)
TOTAL % OF TOTAL TOTAL % OF TOTAL

Individuals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $265,278 23.1% $180,427 28.4%
Foundations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165,738 14.5% 106,660 16.8%
Companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366,835 32.0% 63,537 10.0%
Organizations and Government  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269,949 23.5% 212,414 33.5%
Program Service Revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,265 3.6% 37,094 5.8%
Interest, Dividends, and FMV Adjustments  . . . . 38,086 3.3% 34,795 5.5%
TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,147,151 100.0% $634,927 100.0%

Companies
32.0%

Unaudited financials. A copy of NRF’s 2005 audit by Wegner LLP is available upon request.

Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, Inc.

Sources of Funding Use of Funds 2005 (unaudited) 2004 (audited)
TOTAL % OF TOTAL TOTAL % OF TOTAL

State Natural Areas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125,564 20.3% $78,900 15.0%
Besadny Conservation Grants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,200 3.7% 21,400 4.1%
Whooping Cranes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,600 8.8% 42,800 8.2%
Other Grants/Project Awarded  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123,100 19.9% 96,800 18.4%
Field Trips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,900 5.0% 29,100 5.5%
Other Program Support  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,000 17.8% 113,701 21.8%
Fundraising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76,300 12.3% 73.200 13.9%
Operational Expense  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75,800 12.2% 68,800 13.1%
TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $619,464 100.0% $524,701 100.0%

2005Annual Report
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